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POLITICAL

A Chapter of National Stonewall Democrats
Club Endorses Whitburn for Third District Council Seat on First Ballot

CALENDAR

VOICE

Thursday, July 26
SDDC General Meeting
6:30 p.m. Social/7:00 p.m. Meeting
Joyce Beers Uptown Community Center
Vermont Ave., 2 blocks north of University Ave.
San Diego County Democratic Party’s
Grassroots Organizing (GO) Team

Continued on page 4

WHITBURN WINS: Former SDDC President Stephen Whitburn (standing) speaks while fellow
candidate Rocky Neptun (left) listens and candidates Todd Gloria (right) and John Hartley (far 
right) take notes at last month’s Third District City Council race forum.        Photo Credit: Ernie Barrera

Wednesday, August 8
Stonewall Young Democrats of San Diego
Monthly Meeting
6:30 p.m. Business/7:30 p.m. Meeting
Trolley Barn Park
Adams Avenue (between Georgia and 
Alabama Streets), University Heights
“Still Proud”
Info:  brandongtate@gmail.com

San Diego LGBT Pride Weekend!
SDDC þoat in Pride Parade
Saturday:  9:00-10:30 a.m. setup;
11:00 a.m. kick-off
Near corner of University & Normal Streets
Info:  SDJeepBoy@aol.com

SDDC booth at Pride Festival
Marston Point, Balboa Park
Booth 178, near beer garden
Saturday: 12:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.
Sunday:  11:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Info: mhorvat4@yahoo.com

Saturday and Sunday, July 21-22

Sunday, July 29
Toni Atkins Birthday Fundraiser
Beneýt for the Toni Atkins Lesbian Health Fund
6:00-8:30 p.m.
Lei Lounge
4622 Park Blvd., University Heights
$25 per person (suggested donation)
Info: Nicole Murray-Ramirez, 619.692.1967

Induction Ceremony for 2007 Wall of Honor
6:00-8:00 p.m.
Inductees include Gloria Johnson
The Center, 3909 Centre Street, Hillcrest
NO COST (But RSVPs are requested)
RSVP:  Saraýna, events@thecentersd.org

Saturday, July 21
Victory Fund Women’s Pride Brunch
9:00-11:00 a.m.
Kemo Sabe
3958 Fifth Avenue, Hillcrest
$100 per person
Featured Speaker:
Houston City Controller Annise Parker
Info: Pam Wilson, 619.233.1888

National Stonewall Democrats
2007 Capitol Champions
7:00-9:00 p.m. General Reception
National Press Club, Washington DC
529 14th Street, NW - 13th Floor
$150 per person
Info: www.stonewalldemocrats.org

Thursday, August 2

SDDC at City Fest, Hillcrest
Booth location TBD
10:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Info: executivevp@sddemoclub.org

Friday, August 10

Sunday, August 12

By Mark Gabrish Conlan, SDDC Member and 
Publisher, Zenger’s Newsmagazine

The San Diego Democratic Club endorsed its
immediate past president, Stephen Whitburn, in 
his race for the District Three seat on the San
Diego City Council at an historically well-
attended three-hour meeting last month. The 
club made its decision after hearing from four 
candidates in the race, openly gay Democrats 
Whitburn and Todd Gloria, Congresswoman 
Susan Davis’ District Director; former City 
Councilmember and Democrat John Hartley; and 
Rocky Neptun, whose Green Party afýliation 
made him ineligible for the endorsement.

Gloria got to speak ýrst in the candidatesô forum 
and based his appeal on his deep roots in San 
Diego. “My family came to San Diego in the 
1920s,” he said. “My mother grew up on Wilson 
Avenue. My parents were married in Kensington. 
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President’s Perspectives

A Special Message to Our Newest Members

Over the last 40 days or so, over 120 new 
members have joined the San Diego Democratic 
Club. After doing the math, I ýgure that means 
that not quite one in four of you are just settling 
into the neighborhood.

For many of you, this will be the ýrst SDDC 
newsletter you receive. You’ve paged through 
the Events announcements, the report from our 
last meeting and the assortment of entertaining 
pieces we provide for you every month – and 
maybe you’re even reading this column for the 
ýrst time. 

To you I say “Welcome!”  To every new SDDC 
member my warmest and most sincere welcome.
We are honored to count you among the
membership and hope that you will take off your 
collective jackets and sit a spell.

I assume that many of you joined the SDDC 
(most for the very ýrst time) in order to
participate in the June membership meeting 
during which we hosted a Third District City 
Council candidate’s forum and subsequent 
vote to endorse Stephen Whitburn (past SDDC 
President) with a 69% majority. I’ve been told 
that the June meeting was the largest in SDDC 
history and that the number of ballots cast set a 
record at 255. 

I applaud each of you for your wholehearted
participation in that process – and I take special 
note of your fortitude in the warm conditions 
during the meeting (you all held up amazingly 
well!). I also applaud you for your obvious 
recognition of the fact that, in the words of Tip 
O’Neil, “all politics is local.”

While I’m referring at this moment to a
decidedly local race, it’s worth noting that Tip 
really meant that all politics, even at the highest 
national level, is fundamentally decided at the 
local level. Every race is decided by individuals 

who speak with each other, neighbors gathering 
with neighbors, like-minded people who join 
with others to inþuence the change they imagine 
can be effected in the world. People like you. 
People like us. 

But the SDDC is not just a “club” of folks –
it’s a body. It is its own organism, made up of 
individuals who create the most amazing energy 
working together. The San Diego Democratic 
Club is more than just a sum of its parts and I 
believe that many of you experienced that at our 
last meeting.

And this brings me to my point (the one about 
which you were just beginning to wonder, 
right?): while I welcome your activism in 
the Third District City Council meeting and 
endorsement, it’s even more important that you 
continue to show up and listen and speak up 
and participate fully in the dozens of elections, 
initiatives and propositions we’ll be asked to 
decide in the next 18 months. As you already 
know, there’s some heavy lifting ahead.

So, moving forward, I’m asking each and every 
one of you to continue your active engagement 
in the SDDC, in its mission and progressive 
platform and, most importantly, in its primary 
goal in 2008 of returning a Democrat to the 
White House. 

On the way, though, we’ll have to either defend 
or gain a series of seats in the San Diego City 
Council, the California State Legislature, the 
U.S. House and the U.S. Senate. For example, 
here at home we’re challenged with four City 
Council seats open due to term limits. The 
membership body has already made an
endorsement in one of these seats, but Districts 
One, Five and Seven are still on the docket; 
Scott Peters, Brian Maienschein and Jim
Madaffer are joining Toni Atkins as termed out 
former City Councilmembers. And, while
academic, I remind us all that an endorsement, 
even in a strong Democratic district such as the 
Third District, is not the same as an elected seat.

And this doesn’t even take into consideration 
the many state initiatives and local propositions 
we’ll surely see, among them yet another
attempt to write discrimination against marriage
equality into the California state constitution, a 
reconsideration of state legislative term limits, 

redistricting and a myriad of issues and
challenges we don’t even know about yet.

We have much work to do and the San Diego 
Democratic Club needs your energy, your voice, 
your talent, and your participation.

I look forward to welcoming each of you in person 
as we move forward together. 
 
SDDC at San Diego LGBT Pride

You’ll probably read elsewhere in this issue about 
our planned contingent in the San Diego LGBT 
Pride parade. I want to extend a personal invitation
to you to march with us as proud Democrats. 
You canôt miss us: weôre in the big þatbed truck 
decorated most likely with red, white and blue 
balloons, ribbons and signage proudly proclaiming 
our Democratic candidates. No giant blowup beer 
bottles or g-strings but it’s a partisan party we look 
forward to every year. Come join us!

We’ll also be at the SDLGBT Pride Festival both 
days, talking to festival-goers about the exciting 
days ahead and registering voters. Stop by and say 
hello (or, better yet, volunteer to help us staff the 
booth)!

Congratulations Bruce Abrams and Elaine 
Graybill!!

I’m personally thrilled to mention here that two 
long-time active members of the SDDC are both 
being honored at this year’s SD LGBT Pride events: 
Bruce Abrams, SDDCôs ýrst Patron member, is 
this year’s deserving Pride Parade Grand Marshall. 
For those of you who don’t know him, Bruce is a 
stalwart Democrat and one of the most active and 
engaged members of the SDDC. In addition, Elaine 
Graybill, another SDDC Patron member, has been 
honored with the 2007 SD LGBT Pride Community 
Service Award. Elaine is a whirlwind of activism 
and activity, giving her time to many organizations. 
The SDDC is lucky to be one of them

Both Bruce and Elaine have given tirelessly of their 
time, passion and ýnances to the SDDC and its mis-
sion, helping to move our progressive agenda for-
ward. We are grateful and honored to call them both 
friends and we will applaud them with great fanfare 
in this year’s parade. We hope that you do too. 

Once again, congratulations Bruce and Elaine!q
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Democrats of
San Diego
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Brick
Building

(Editor’s Note:  Beginning with this issue of 
Political Voice, we will feature a new recurring 
column, “Brick Building,” as a regular forum 
for the representative of the SDDC Youth
Caucus, the President of the Stonewall Young 
Democrats of San Diego (SYDSD).)

Youth Bring a New Wave of Energy in the 
Fight for LGBT Equality

Hi.  I’m Brandon Tate, the newly elected
President of SYDSD.  The SYDSD was founded 
under the leadership of Jonathan Goetz over a 
year ago with the help of former SDDC board 
members such as Stephen Whitburn and Tim 
Orozco.  We are a progressive club mobilizing 
youth to get involved in actively changing their 
community for the better.  We especially ýght for 
LGBT equality.

SYDSD functions as the Youth Caucus of the 
SDDC, as the clubs share common values 
and goals.  Recently a committee with board 
members from each club collaborated to discuss 
formalizing and strengthening the relationship 
between SDDC and SYDSD.

Here are a few of the noteworthy decisions we 
made progress with:
• Members of SYDSD will receive
   complementary membership into SDDC with
   the option to pay or not pay SDDC dues
   depending on their ýnancial circumstances.  
• SYDSD will receive two seats on the SDDC
   Board as Co-Chairs of the Youth Caucus
   (The SYDSD President and one ofýcer of the
   opposite gender appointed by the President).
• We also worked out other standards like
   handling the SYDSD treasury, paying the
   National Stonewall membership dues, the
   agreement for handling endorsements, etc.

New SYDSD Ofýcers Elected

At our last meeting we elected a board of new 
ofýcers for the SYDSD club.  I am excited to say 
that my team (Melanie Potter, Allan Acevedo, 
Jonathan Craig Thomas, Bronwen Wade) and I 
are glad to bring a new wave of energy to our 
club and the younger LGBT community in San 

Diego.  Our two main priorities right now are 
not uncommon to most similar organizations:  
1) To grow membership and recruit an active 
member base of 25-50 youth; 2) To establish a 
sufýcient base of funds to begin mobilizing our 
clubôs inþuence in the community.  These areas 
of focus are keeping us busy through the Pride 
and Post-Pride season.  We’re enlisting
volunteers to sign-up potential members at San 
Diego Pride.  Then we’re planning a post-Pride 
event we’re calling “Still Proud” to consolidate
the contacts we attain and to recruit their 
friends.  This event will be in place of our
normal August meeting on Wednesday, August 
8, 2007 starting at 6:00 p.m.  We’ll meet at the 
Trolley Barn Park in University Heights, on 
Adams Avenue between Georgia and Alabama 
Streets.  The primary goal of “Still Proud” is 
membership growth, socializing and motivation;
however, we will also have a fundraising
opportunity.

SYDSD Membership Requirements

The basic requirements for full membership 
with SYDSD:
1.	 A youth between the ages 14 – 35
2.	 Identify as LGBT or a Friend/Ally of
        LGBT individuals
3.	 A voter registered as a Democrat (or will
        become a registered Democrat when able
        to do so).
4.	 Pay dues of $20.

Checks should be payable to SDDC with 
Memo:  SYDSD.  If you do not qualify, we can 
allow associate memberships.  Our meetings are 
open for anyone to attend. 

If you or someone you know might be interested 
in what SYDSD has to offer, please get in touch 
with me directly:  BrandonSTate@Gmail.com 
(email) or 619.840.5613 (cell).q

July Program: Grassroots Organizing –
GO, GO, GO TEAM!
By Elizabeth Leventhal, SDDC Program Chair

This month’s meeting (yes, there will be a
meeting this month!) will feature a presentation
on grassroots organizing by the San Diego 
County Democratic Party’s Grassroots
Organizing (GO) TEAM.  

The GO Team is a training and outreach program 
designed to reach voters one at a time and build 
support for the Democratic message throughout 
San Diego.  Since its creation, the GO Team has 
recruited 350 volunteers to walk precincts, drop 
party literature and register new voters.

Here’s your chance to see how it works – up 
close and personal. Could you honestly imagine 
being anywhere else at the end of July? 

Come catch this blue wave of Democratic
activism Thursday, July 26th at 7 p.m. at the 
Joyce Beers Center in Hillcrest. Hope to see you 
all there!! q

By Doug Case, SDDC Membership Chair

The club had its ýrst movie night July 6th 
with about 20 members going to see Michael 
Moore’s health care documentary “Sicko!”

Our next Movie Night will be Friday, July 27th. 
We will be going to see “Hairspray” and enjoy 
a happy hour before the movie.  The location 
and time were not available at the newsletter 
deadline. If you’d like to attend, send an email 
to membership@sddemoclub.org with
“Hairspray” in the subject line and details will 
be sent to you.q

SDDC’s Next Movie Night: “Hairspray”

Business Advertising Rates for
SDDC Newsletter
All rates are per issue:

Business Card Sized (about ȧ page):    $30
¼ Page:    $50
½ Page:    $80
Full Page:    $150
Flier inserted into center: $150 if provided and 
$300 if SDDC must have it printed.

NOTE: If ads are to run for all eleven issues a 
year, the charge will only be for ten issues.
To run ads or for more info, email:
Publications@sddemoclub org.q




